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THE BERLIN KEY OR HOW TO
DO 

-WORDS 
\YITH THINGS'

B n t t t o  L a t o t r t '

A social dit letrsiot-t  to technologr'?Tl"rrt \  not srr- inq nruch. Lct us lr ther rrtLnit

th:rt  no one has ever observecl r huni:rn societv t l-rat hrs not been bui l t  u'r th

thinqr. A nnteri .r l  r \pcct to societ ies? That is st i l l  r .rot saving enouqh: thrngs i lo
not exist u' i thout berne tul l  of people. and the nrore nroc1ern lncl conrpl icatecl

thev are, the nrore;reople s\\ ' : l rnl throuqh thenr.A nuxture of soci:r l  clcterrni-
I ' t : t t iot-rs atrc-l  nr:rteri :r l  corrstraints? Th:rt is ;r  euphcnrr.rtr .  fbr rr r .  no lonqer a

nratter oinrixing pure tbrnrs chosen t l-onr tuo grc. l t  rc\cr\-on': .  one in u'hich
s'ould l ic the soci.r l :rspects oinierninq or sr-rt-r ject. the ot l-rer s'herc one u'oulcl

stockpi le nraterial coniLrol lents belonging to pl-rr-sics, biologl '  rrnc' l  t l . re sciencc

oi I l :r tet ' i : r ls. A cl ialect ic. then? I i  vou l ike. btrt  onlv on concl i t ion th:rt  \ \ 'e

irbattdott the nrrrd rclea th;rt  the sul-r ject is posec' l  in i ts oprposit ion to t ] te object.
fbr t l .rere :rre trc- i ther subjects nor otr jc 'cts. neithel in the begtnnrng - nl ' t l t ict l
-  t tor i t t  t l ' re eltcl  -  equalh'rrrr ' thical.  Circulet ionr. \cL[rc]rcc\. fr ' , r i l r Ièr 's, trr insl i l -
t iorts, displacernerlts. crvsrl l l is: ' r t ions - t ]rere i l re n1.ln\- ntt)t i trr1r. ccrrr inlr ' ,  br.rt
not a single one oithenr. perhaps. thrrt  resenlbles :r contr lcl ict ion.

Irr Carelnr:rt t 's Crln71()ql/( '111'-t  plr isl-r i r t trorrrnlt l t 's (Carehlan 1t)95) one cloes not

f incl the surre:r l ist ic kev th:rt  lppears belos, .rncl tbr goocl re:rson. This ker'
, l o c s  c x i s t ' .  b r r t  , , r r l v  r r r  l J c r l r r r  . r n t l  i t r  . r r b r r r ' 1 . ' . 1

Here is t l ' re sort of oL'r jcct u.hrch. thouqh i t  nrav glarlden t l ' re herrts of tecl.r-
nologists. causes niqhtnr;u'es tbr archleologists.Tl 'rev rrre in cltèct the onlv onc's
in thc'\ 'or lcl  to stuclr ' ;r f tr ' f rrcts thirt  sonle\\ 'h;rt  rcsenlble whlt ntocle|n phi loso-

phers bel ieve to be rrn object. Ethnolosists. anthlopologisrs. iblklol ists.

econornists. enqineers, consunrcl 's rrnd nsels nevcr see objects. Thev se-e onlr '

plans, act ions, bel iaviours. irrr: lnqenrents. ]rabits. l .reurist ics. rbi l i t ies. col lect ions
of practiccs of u'hicl i  ccrr.r irr  portrorr\  \ccnr .r htt le nrore clur ' :rblc mcl othcrs:r

l i t t le Irore translent. t l -rough one can l levcr sev u'hich onc. stecl ol nrenror\ ' .

things ot-u'ot 'cls, stoncs or l l tu's. gr-rar: intees the longer clur ' :r t ic 'rn. Even in or-rr '
gr: i trclnrother-s'  att ics. rn t l-re t lea nrlrket. in tou'n clunrps, in sclap hc,r; .r .  in

rt lstc(- l  f : lctories. in t l .re Snrithsonian Inst i tut ion. objects st i l l  apps.rr quite f tr l l  of

use. of nrr-nrones, oi in\trLlct ions. A tèn \tcps r\ \ ' i lv t l -rere is rr ln' .n's sonreone
s'ho cri tr  t :rke prosscssiotr oi thenr to pacl those u'hitened bones n' i th ncs'

f lesh.This fesurrectiolr oit l -re t lesh ut:rv Lrc fbrbiclclen to: irchrreoloqist: .  sincc

l { )

F ig rn '  l . I  Cecr  c \ t  Lu)c  c

t l .re socien' that l lnde i l

. t t td  go ,  r11 . .  Y . ' t  cvc l t  i

enqineering. t l -re ch:r ins

l ink. : ts soon :ts t l ' rev qra:

these lel ics inrurecl ir i telr,

ci lcr.rhtnq troru hancl tc

roonr. in t l ' re scienti t lc l i

pr i ict ices c: l l lnot be c:r l l
glound. unknou'n. fhror

In other n'olcls. therc : l

onlv ot.r- jects rrre invisiblt

phers r l 'ho h:nc tr lkecl t

the drrnqers oi olr. lect i fr

sonrersaults.

As tbr tts. u'ho :rrc- r
o l ) r ' \ ) .  \ \ c  t 'o t t r t r l c t  t  l t . r i

Associat ions oi n-h.rt? L,

r t u r r - l r u r r r , r n s  ( N H . t .  t t i
given chain, bets.een th

lesenrb le 'soc i : r l  reh t io r
' I c r ' \on- r ' l r . r r ' l t i r t c  

i r  r t c I f . r ,

t to l t lgv  o l l  . l  l \ c r \ ( ) l ) "  H-

H - H - H  N H - H - H - H  t l

H-NH-NH-NH u 'ou l i '

u 'eight of lr tr tonr:rt isnrs
r l . . r '  . ' .  

" t i i l , - i  
' l  

" . , 1  
' .{ l r \  \  . u \  . i l  ( r r r ! l . U  . u t t t  [ ' l ' (

ffi
(-



!  HO\Y TO
-HINGS,

; nruch. Ler us r:rthcr :rchirt
,r t  h,rs not l .een LrLri l t  n' i th
t sir\ 'urg enough, things c-lo
: nroclcLn ;rni l  conrpl ic: i tecl
t t t i l t r r l c  o i  . o t  i . r l  r l c t c r . r r r i -
r rsnr .  fb r  i t  i s  no  lonqcr  : r
l t  lcscrvorrs, one in u.hicl-r
rc  o ther  u  here  one u 'ou lc l
s .  b io log l  . inc l  thc  sc ience
rh '  r tn  conc l i t ron  th r r t  nc
r t ' rpPositrcrn to the object.
thc beqinnins - nl\ ' t ] lc: l l

' r lucl lccs. tr lrnstèrs. transl. t-
nv  r ) )o t io t )s ,  cer ta inh ' .  bu t
. )n  r r . t ( l i  c t i ( )  l l .
-  l l l l . i l )  l  ' r ' r . - r )  

o r t c  r l t r c r  I I o t

l ( ' l  { \ r { ) ( 1  l - c . l \ ( ) l l .  I  l t t r  k c r

l . r . l . l r r r  r l re  hel r r ts  o i tcch-
.rr-c in cfièct thc onlv ones
. le  n h. r f  r ) ) ( ) r - ldr r )  phi loso-
r th lopoloqisrs,  t i t lk lor isrs.
t r '  t : l b j ec f s .  Thev  see  on ] r -

r . r r . . . , r l r r l i t i c r .  r ' o l l c t  t t o l i r

r ( ) r c  du r , l b l e  r r r r ' l  o t h r ' r - s ; r

. ' l t  , t t tc .  s fcel  or  '1e ' ror \ ' .

: t t '  . lu t ' . r f io l t .  Elcr t  rn our

t l l l ) 1 1 \ .  l l )  1 1  1 ' . 1 P  1 1 g , 1 1 r . .  j 1 1

t .  . t t l J  . r 1 . 1 . g , 1 1 '  . 1 p i t c  f t r l l  . t -

r l tc lc  is  . r lu ' ; t \ -s  sot t teorte

r1 tù |ù r l  boDes  N i t l t  ne \ \ .

l l  t ( )  . l l ' c l l . l co l i t q l s t s ,  s i nce

r H E  I ] E I T L I N  K E Y

Ft , l rn  l .1  Cecr  cs t  r . rnc  c lc i

thc socicrv thlt  nrr idc.rncl ulrs nrrde bv thesc.u'tetrrcts h.rs dis.rppre.lrcd. Lrod\ '

;rnd rrc-ro, ls. Yct even i f  ther l l lust ir) fèr, throur- lh 4{r opel ' i l t iol .r  of- rerro-

engineermq. the cl ' r .r ins of .rssoci.rt ior)s oi \ \ 'hlch the artct:rcts :rre on[r '  orre

l ink..rs soon:ls thev glrsp in their- l ' r i rncls t l-rcse poor tossi l isecl or dr-rstv objects.

these rcl ics ininrccl i .r tclv cc. lse to bc ot lects lncl r t ' join t irc norlcl  oi peoprir-.

circul.rt ing i i 'onr hrrncl to h.rrr ' l  l rqlrt  .r t  thc r irc oithc exc;n'at ions, in the cl:rss-

lo t ' ru r .  i r t  t i ' re  sc ien t i f ie  l i te r r tu re .The s l igh t l i  u io lc  res is t . rn t  p l r t  o i . r  ch l in  o i

p r : rc t i ces  c ; rnnot  be  c . r l l cc l  . l r ' ob jcc t ' .  e \cept  r l t  thc  t i lnc  i t  i s  s t i l l  unde l  the
qrountl ,  unkl)o\\ 'n. thlos'n . turn'.  sr.r ir jectet l .  cor-ere. '1. ignoretl ,  inr isible. in i tsc]t-.

In othcr u'or-cls. thcre erc no visible ob.jects :rncl there ner-er h:n'e been. Thc

on lv  ob jcc ts . r rc  i r rv is i t r le . rn t l  toss i l i sed  oncs .Too l r . rc i  tb r  the  nroc ]ern  ph i loso-

pl-rers s'ho h.nc t.r lkccl to u\ \o nruch:rbout oul lel :r t ic 'rr .rs n' i t l -r  ot lects,:rbotrt

rhc clanqcls oi olr- jcct i t ic:rr i trn. oi i ruto-posit iolr irrg oi the sul 'r- jcct r l l rr l  othcr

sclncrsrrults.

As f irr  us, rr ' l ro )rc not nroclern phi losophers (. irrr ' l  st i l l  less posl-11i6dc'r 11

ones). s 'c consicler ch:r ins oi;rssocirrt ions and u'e \ .rv th.rt  thet '  ;r loue exisr.

Asstrci. t t ions oi u'hrrt? Let us srn'.  as l  t l t 'st  : ipploxinr:rt ion, of hunrurs (H) rrnd

non-hulr.uls (NH). Oi coursr-.  one could st i l l  ni .rke ;.r  cl ist inct iou. on r ln\ '
qir-cn ch.r in. bets'ecrt t l ' re olr l  cl ivisions . incl the n.rot- lenr. H-H-H-H-H u'oult l

rescnrb le  ' soc ia l  re l l t ions ' :  NH-NH-NH-NH-NH : r  'n rach ine ' :  H-NH e
'per - \on-nr i i ch inc  in tc l f r i ce ' l  NH-NH-NH-NH-NH-H' t l te  in rp r rc t  o i  l  tech-

l )o loqv  on  : r  pc rso l r  ;  H-H-H-H-NH' thc  in i l t rencc  o isoc ie tv  on  techno loqr " ;

H-H-H-NH-H-H-H the  too l  shr rped bv  thc  hunr rn ,  u ' l r r le  NH-NH-NH-

H-NH-NH-NH sou l r l  rcsenrb le  those u le tchcc l  hunr : r r rs  d rushed bv  rhe

\\ 'eiqht oi;r lr torrrrt isnrs. I lut r l 'hr- errr lern'oLrr to recognise the olcl cl ivisions i f

t h c v  l u ' e . t l t i t l c i . r l  . l n d  p r e v c n t  u s  t l ' o r n  f o l i o s i n , ' t I , . , " , 1 . ' r h i , r . '  r h r r , 1 r : l t t e l ' s  t o

l l

GJLertt



t s I { U N ( )  L A T O U I {

us :utcl that exi: ts: the transfbrnrl t ion oi rhcsc charns of asscrci.r t ions? We no

longcr knon' just hon,to characterise the ele-nrents t lut nrake up these chrins

once one hrs isohted thenr. Tô spelk of 
'hunr:rns' 

rrncl 'non-hunrans' r l los's

onlv a roush : lplrroxiur: i t iorr thlt  sr i ] l  borrou's f l 'onr trrorlern phi losop.]11' thg

stupch,ing ide:r thrt thele exrst hunrans :rncl non-hnrnans. s-here:rs there lre

onlv trajectories and dispatches, p;rths :rnd trai ls. But rve knou' th; i t  t l . re

elenrerrts. t 'h:rter-cr thev nrav be, are substi tutecl and t lrrnsiornred. Associ.t t tc-rt
- AND - substi tutton OR: this is rçhat n' i l l  grve Lrs the precisiorl  thl t  cotr ld

never- be qiven us bv the dist ir .rct ion betn'een soci;r l  :rnd technologrcal.

betl ,een hurrr:rns and thines. benveen the 'svrr-rbol ic c- l inrension' : inc-l  
'nraterial

constnrints. '  Let us al lon' the provision:r l  tbrnr of hunrrrns artr- l  t l ie provision.r l

essence of nratter to cnrerqe 1l 'onr t l -rrs cxplsl;11i. t t  throuqh :rssoci;rt ions l trcl

substi tut ions. instead of cormptinq orlr t : lstc bv clecidrns i tr  rdr ' :rnce u'h.t t  is

soci;r l  :rnd rr 'hrrt  is technological.
'What is thrs thir.rq? Wh:it 's i t  used tbr? Whl'  l  kev uith t \ \ 'o bits? Atrcl tuo

svr.nrletr ical bits? Who àre thev trr, ing to krcl?'The ;rrchaeoloqist tLrrns the

Berl in kev ovel and over in her hrrncls. lJecause she h.rs been told. she ttou'

knclu's thet this ker. is rrot a.1oke. that i t  is indcecl being usecl bv Gerntarts :rnrl

that i t  is er,en nsed - t l ie det: ir l  is inrportrurt on the onter cloors oi .rp.rrt-

ment bui lcl inqs. She had cert:r inlv spottecl the side-tr;n'el al los'ed bv the trct

that the t luo bits u. 'ere i t lerrt icl l .  :rnc-l  the l .rck of lsvnrnietr l  in the tecth l i rrrJ

stmck her. Of course she rv:rs rnvare, bec:iuse she h:rr l  been ttsi l tg kevs tôr .r

long t inre, of their usu:r l  :r-xis of rt>t l tron .rnd telt  cle:rr lv thlt  otte of the bits.

either- one, corr l . ' l  serve :rs ;r head in orcler to e\ert enolrgh level lge to disen-

gagc the bolr.

Ft . ,1trL 1 .2 IJcr ' l r r rer  kcv sr .nrnretrr

t2

It uas onlr. :rftenr.: irdr
thc side-trar.el but re-esr
rn profile. Hou.ever. bv t
sâllc groovr. ltt the sanr
axis, 1 8oo on the verrical

There l-racl to be :r loc
provide rhe ker. to this l
i r r ro u.h ich i t  u .as ro be e

She had uever belorc
th. t r  the n 'hole business.  r
r rotch of  rhc hor izonta l
receir.e the gr.oove in the

C)ur arch:reologist'.s su
dt ' , t r r  r ] tc  kcr  . r f tcr  l l . r r  r r r
a ( r t l l l f c l ' ( ' l o L  K \ \  t \ C .  I  l t C

retracrec' l  inro the black t
n-ls certainlv openirrq, br
t i ' i c r r . l  r 'o r r l . l  no t  c \ t l - . l r  t  i
door aqarn br :r  27oo clo<
lgain. b:rck u'here she sra
to .gef nrv k*'  back, I  har
r lo , r1 - .  s11  r l t c  cor r . r r ' . r * l  r i c
to be eit l ' rer open or clos
un less  the  door  in  r lue :
ur rbo l tec ' l  u  h i le  one is  i r r i

L. l  IJcrl iner ker. rr ' r 'e



ins of ;rssoci:rt ions? 
'We 

rrcr

rh . t r  t t t . rkc  t tp  rhe 'c  c l t . t in .
'  

: ind 'non-hunr:rns' :r lkxvs

rr nrodern phi losophv the

llurlans. n'herels there are

, lJut ue knon' that t l .re

d tr:rnsiornrecl.  Assocratrolr

Lls the precision that could

social and technologicri l .

r  dinrension' :rnd 'nraterial

Lrnr:urs rrnd the' provisional

r thror.rqh associ:rtions :rnc-l

,  i , l i r r u  i r r  . r t l r . r : t t c  u  ] t . t t  i .

:r' n itl.r trvo bits? Ancl tn.cr

re :rrch;reoloqist turns the

re hrrs bcen told. she nou,

: ing usecl br- Gernr:rns ;rncl

t ]re outer cloors of ap:rrt-
- t t ' , r r c l  . r l l o u c d  b l  t h c  t . r ,  r

vl lunetr\- in t l ' re teeth had

.rrrt l  beerr usinq kevs lor a

c.rrh'  that one of the brts.

crtouqh leverage to disen-
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It s'as onlv rrf ters' :rrds that sl-re noticecl the qroove.The l i l t ter cl id not bre:rk

the side-trr ivel but re-establ ishecl r ln irsvrl lnetrv rvhetr she considered the kev

in plol i le. Hos'ever. bv turtr ins the ker'  180o on i ts vert icl l  : ix is, one lbund the

sânre groove l t  the sânle pl.rce. Translat ion, 3(r0o rot: l t iot ' t  ol1 the horizontal

axis, 18oo on the \-ert icr l  ar is - al1 this probablr '  nleant sonlething, but rr 'hat?

There had to be a lock tor this ker' .  she telt  sure. I t  n'as the lock thirt  n'or.r ld

provide the kev to this l i t t le nl 'sterr ' .  Hou'ever. n'hen she looked at the hole

into s-hich i t  s 'as to be enqaqecl. the tnvstert '  only increased.

She had never betbre seen a kevhole shaped l ike thrs, but i t  u'as cle:rr to her

that t l ' re u.hole business. the s'hole athir,  u' :rs b:rsed on the arrangeurent of the

notch of the horizontal hole thlt  r ' , 'or.r ld or s. 'ould not al lorv the hole to

receive the groove in the ker' .

Our lrchaeologist\  strrprrse \\ ' i rs st i l l  qreirter u'hen she t 'as ut iable to tvi th-

clrrrv the ker'  :r f tel  h:rr. ' ing rrrtrocl-rcecl i t  r ,ert ic.r lh'  .rnt ' l  hl ' i t rg fultred tt  27(1"

ccmnterclockn'rse. Tl-re lock u. ' ;rs certaiulv opert.  the bolt had certainlv

retmctecl into the blrrck box as rtr the c;rse of :r trY hottest lock, the ottter door

\ \ ' . r \  ,  d r r . r i l r l \ .  o r . e r r i r r r , .  h r r t  t r r ,  . t r  ç l r e  t t t i r ' l t t .  t , r  t r t t l l  n t t r h .  r r r  i r t  h e r  k c r ' .  o t t t '' s '  '  " '  ' '  ' ^ ^ ^ t - " "  r " "  '

t l - iend coulcl not extr i lct i t  agein.The onlv u'av out, she lbund, n' ;rs to lock the

door agri in br ' .r  270o clocku' ise rotrrt ion.And so she found herself  locked out

;r55:r in, back n.here she started. 'What fbol ishnessl 'she srvs to l-rerself . ' ln order

to qet 111\ 'kev blck, I  have to lock the door again.Yet I  can't  stal 'behincl the

door. on the courrviucl side. u' l-rr le I  bolt  i t  aq:t i t ' t  ot ' t  the street side. A door h:rs

to be cither open or closed. Anc' l  vet I  catrtrot lose a kev each t inre I use i t .

r r r r l c . '  t h c  d t r t ' r - i r t  ( l l l c \ t i o r ' r  i : , t t t . t s v r r r t t t c t t - i , ' . r l  o l t c  t h . l t  h . i .  t o  r c t t t . . t i t t

unbolted r i  l . r i le one is inside. I f  i t  n'ere :r kev to a nrai lbox, rvel l .  then I coulcl

13

Figrirr '  1.,1 IJerl incr kev reversibi l i t r
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Street side Courlyard side Coudyard aide,
looking through

keyhole

I - i , t t r r t  L I  I l c r l i r c l  ker ' l ro lc

runclcrstrnd i t .  I lut t ] ' r is rs :r lrsurc].  : lnvone corr lcl  lock l l lc i l i  \ \ ' i th l  tnrn oi the

ker' .  .rncl :ul\ ' \ \ ' .1\ ' .  \ \ 'c 're t :r lkinq lbout the dool to iul . lp. lr tnicnt house. Atrd on

the ot l-rer h:rnc'I .  i i  I  bolt  rhe lock u' i thout thc ckror Lreing closecl.  the bolt s ' i l l

s top  i t  f l ' on i  c los inq .Wh. r t  p rL) tcd t i ( rn  cJn . r  door  o f fe l  i i i t  i s  c ;u 'e f i r l l v  L ro l ted

b u t  u i t l e  o p e n ? '
( ioocl rrchacologist that sl .re is. nou shc sets abotrt crplor" inq the specit ica-

t ions oiher nrir ' ; iculotts kcr-. 'Wl-r;rt  rrct ion loulcl pelntrt  her to f .reserve:r l l  t l -re

e icn ten ts  o icc ln rnror t  scnse. r t  c l r tcc?  A kev  scrves  t ( )  open: rn . l  ck rse : t t rc - l zor  to

bolt :uicl  trnbolt l i  lock; onc c;rnl iot lose onc's kcv e.rch t irrrc. nol le:rve i t

i t ' ts icle. nor bolt  :ur open door' .  nor bel ieve thcre u'or.r lcl  be rr kev to l-hich rr

locksnrith l i . rc1..1ust fbr t i rrr. .rcldetl  .r  brt.Wh.rt gcsture rr ' , .rLrlr l  .r l l txv ore to i lcr

ju rncc  t ( r  th r '  1 . . l r t ieu l r r i t v  o i  th rs  ker '  -  ruo  b i ts  svnrnrc t r i c . r l  t l . r rough 18( )o

rotir t iol l  rrouucl the :rxis rrncl iclerrr ic:r l  t l ' rrouqh sicle-t lrn'cl  ? Thcre nrust be :r

so lu t ion .  Thcre  is  on ' l v  o re  ncr rk  l ink  in  th is  l i t t l c  soc io - log ic r r l  nc tsork .
' l ) ; r t t tn .  o i  co t r l se l 'A  rc . rc le r  . rv i .1  fo r  to ; r6 lqq1 ' .  . rn  rnh . r l . i t r r r t t  o i  Bcr l in .  thc

:rstute lrch;reologist,  l i :n 'e prob:rblr,  .r l rcaclv Ll l l r ler\to()d thc qcstulc rhlt t  nrust

be nrrtcle. I iour archaeologist ci l l )n()t  n-i tht l ' ;nv l-rer kev rrt ter ]r ;rr- ing boltcr l  t l -re

cloor br r 171 ) ' '  rotat ion .rs is her habit u' i rh everv kev in thc lrorld, she nrust

be :rble to nr:rkc the kel nos' horizontal.  sl ip f i 'onr the other sicle t l .rrouqh thc

l o c k .

Sl-re tr ies this l ibsurcl rnove. :rr id : lct lr . l l lv succcec' ls. Withotrt  untlcresti t tr : i t i r tg

our.rrchaeologist 's nl; i thenrl l t ic;r l  . ipt i tr lcles. \ \ 'e ci in bct that shc rr i ight rcl l i r l l r l

s tand ing  r t  the  door  o iher  bu i l c l inq  th r ' r l ' ho lc  n iqh t  th r . ' r - rgh  bc fb lc  le r rn i ins

bon '  t r ' r  ge t  i l r .  Wi thor r t  . r  hunr . rn  l . c ing .  r r i t l ro t r t  l  r lenrons t r - . r t ion .  u i thout

cl ire'ct ions. she u'oulc1 cet ' trunlv hrtvc:rn ;rt trrck of hvsterics.Thcse kcr,s thlt  p:tss

through n'rr l ls lre too lenriniscenf oi qhosts not to t i ' igl-rten us. This Serture is

so r. tnh;rbitr .r : t l  rh; i t  one c.rn onlv le:rrn ir  f ior l  sc'rnreonc else.,r Berl iner. nho

t+

Fi.yrn' I .5 Kev oper;rr ior.r

I t , rs  i r r  r r r r r r  l r ' . r lncd  r t  l l ' t r r
for-th bv clcqlees :r l l  the ,

since I c ' lon't  knos' hinr, r
I  f  ortr t i ' icrrd rvcrt.  t trn

herself fbr not beins abl
t l iu rens io r r ' :  i r r  West  I le r l i
lockecl in rhri t  ther. t loubl
a  repet i t ion  contpu ls ion .
: i x is ;  h rn ,  hnr .  I  c : rn  r l l cu
nreaning oi Clernmn tecl-r
co ld  n ish t  in  Ber l in . 'Bu t

devotec' l  to the har\h cons

She f lnt ls l iersel i  on t l
zontal.  rrncl teeis that sl ' re '

l l l  over' .  she sl.s to her
rn : rke  i t  cor r rp l rcarc r l l '

Hou'ever' ,  just u.hen sh
q is r  once ag l in  conrcs  c lc r
.t  htrnran l l1: lnner. t l -rc ot i
si t le, shc' st i l l  c:rnnof recc
r ro th ing  to  be  done.  the
u her r  one engaged i t  on  t
th. ln to qo back to n here
pcnetrat i l tg kev back t l i
I rolt i rrg thc rfuor. f incl inq I

Turn key 270e
Key cannot now be wi
because of notch on k
and l rp  on  door  p la le



k rt tc irr  $' i th ;r tr .rrn oi thc

n i lpi lr t l l rel l t  house. Ancl orr
- being closecl.  the bolt r i ' i l l

r fÈr- i i  i t  is c. iref ir l lv boltecl

ru t  c rp lo l ing  t l ' re  spec i f i ca-

rnri t  her to prresen'e al l  the

.) () |cn lrnrl  close :rncl/or tcr

L  v  r ' . r r  I )  t i t t t c .  t t o r  l c . r r c  r t

çoulr l  bc J kev to s'hrch :r

. r l t  nou ld  : r l los -  one to  c lo
.r 'ntnrefnc:r l  through I lJ0o

e-tr.rvcl ? There nrust bc a

r r l c  soc io - log ica l  ne tu 'o rk .

r rrrh:r lrr t .rnt oi I ler l in. the

:oo.l  thc gestul 'e thi l t  l l rust

ker'  .r t tcr hrn' ins bolted thc

kcv irr the rr 'or lc ' l ,  she nrust

t lrc ot]rcr side throuql-r t l -re

' .  \ \  r t l rou t  unr le res t in r : r t ing

1 ' r  t  t l r . r t  . l r e  r r r i q l r t  r c n t . r i r l

l r r  t l r r , ' r r ' . l r  I r e i i , r c  l c . r r r r i r r r :

. r  . i rn ror rs t r l r t ion ,  s ' i thour
\ r r ' r ' l f \ .  I  l r csc  kevs  tha t  pass

t t  t ; i r t c n  t r . . I  l r r '  q c r f t t r c  i t

l !  ( ) r t . '  ù l \ c .  . r  I Jer l i r te r .  u 'ho
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o
Slidekey through keyhole

Key cannol now be wrthdrawn

because ol  notch on key

and lrp on door plale

Figrn'c 1.- i  Kev opcr' . t t ion - street siclc

has in turn lc:rrnecl i t  f l 'onr : l l lothcr Berl incr, u'ho in t l l rn . . .  al ld so ot.t  ; t trd so

tbrth bv deslees :r1l the u'av b:rck to the inspirecl i trvclrtctt ' ,  s 'hotn I n' i1l  cal l .

since I clon't  kttou' l -r inr. the Prussi l tr  Locksttr i th.

I i  our f  ienc' l  \ \ 'ere f i)r ld oi svnrbol ic .rrt thropolog\ ' .  she could h:rvc consoled

hersel i  tbr not being able to get in bv entloning thrs kev s' i th :r 's) ' l t rbol ic

cl inrension':  in West Bcrl in. before t l .re W.i l l  fèl l ,  t l . re pc-ople supposecl lr '  tel t  so

lockecl in th:rt  t l ' rev cloublecl the nunrber oibits on t l .reir kevs. 'Thcrc. t l .r :r t 's i t ,

: l  repeti t ior) conrpl l ls iort.  ; t  r t t i tss psvchosls oi the besiegecl. :r  Berl ir l -Vierrrta

axisi hnr, hnr. I  crn alrerrclr,  see nn'sel i  u'r i t ing :r nice lr t icle on the hidden

nreaninq oi Gernrrrn technoloqical objects.That is certâi l th'  \ \ 'orth sperldtnc à

colcl night in Bcr"l in. 'Br.rt  otrr t l ' ienc1. t l .rank God. is onlv a good alcl-raeolosist

clevoted to t l .re harsh constr:r ins and exigencies oiobjccts.

She i lnds l .rersclf  t>tr thc' other sicle oi the door asairt ,  t l te kev str l l  l . rori-

zontl l .  and fèels t l ' rat sl .re u' i l l  : i t  l : rst bc able to rcc()\-er i t . 'That\ the Clcrnrlrts

al l  oyer' .  she s,rvs to l-rc'rselt-. 'Whv nr:rke sol l lething sinrple s,hen l 'or-r crtt t

nrrrke i t  conrpl icatcrl l '

Hos'ever. jr .rst s 'hen she thouql-rt  she u': .rs ott t  oithe rr 'ooc' ls, our:rrch:icolo-

qist oncc'aq:r ir t  conrcs close to a t l t  of l l 'ster- i l .  Once she and l-rer ker- ùl lc i l l

rr  hunrrrn lni i l lncr. t l -re othel in a ghostlv rt tatt l tcr - h;tvc p:rssed to t l ' re othel

sicle, shc st i l l  clnnot reco\-er her sesrt l t te. In vrt in she pr.r l ls. pushes. there is

l lothing to bc done. thc kev is no nrore inchnetl  to conle ot l t  thi lr l  l t  \ \ ' . ls

g'hep ope enq:rqcd i t  on the ot l-rer side. Our t l ' iencl c;rtr  f l t rcl  tro other solt t t iott

th;rn to qo Lrack to s'her. 'she staltecl,  ol l  the tt t 'cct t i . lc. [ .r  pLrs]rrrtc thc wall-

pcl lctràt i l ig kcv back throtrqlt  rn :r hor- izont:r l  posit ior l .  theti  ottcc rtqatr-t

bolt ing the door. frncl ing herself  back outsicle. ir t  t l . re co1cl . . .  n' i th her ker' !

l 5
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Recover key by
pull ing lrom keyhole

[ : i .qrrc 1.  ( r  Ket '  oper:r t ior)  -  court r ' : r r t l  s ic lc

She starts evervthing over ag:r in f i 'onr the Lreginning, rnd f in:r l l r '  sees

(sonreone has sl ion'n her' ;  shc has read sonre sol ' t  of rùrections: s]re has {rop3çl
rror,rnd tbr:r long enoLlgh r inre) thrt Lty lnl t i r t ,g t l tc r l t t t tr  a,qt i tr  bclt i rrd /rcr ' ,  on thc

courn,rrcl side, she is at l :rst ar-rthorisec-l  to recover l .rer ker-. Oh 1cx, oh dcl icl i t ,

she understands hon' i t  n'orks !
- fhese 

shouts  o f jov  ucrc  PreurJ tu rc .Whcn,  in  thc  n rorn inq  r i t : i l ound te l r

o'clock, she t 'antccl to \ho\\ '  l ' rcr f l - ientl  n'hrrt  a goocl l3erl iner. as u'el l  : is rr
good archaeolosist.  she hrrcl beconie, she covelecl hcrsel i  u' i t l i  shrinre. Insre:rcl

of . len'ronstrat inq her brand nerv: l t tr inl l lel)ts. she could not tLrrn fhe keY nrore

than f lve deqrees. Tl-r is trnre'.  the dool renrainetl  oFcn pcl 'nr. lncrrt lv s' i t l -rout

hcl being able to Lrolt  i t .  I t  u-;rs onlv at tcn o'clock ;rt  night. l 'hen she c:tnre

b.rck t l 'onr the nror. ' ies. thrrt  she cor-r ld erelcise her knou'- l .ron. t tr l  the door, ls

i t  h:rd been the r.r ight befbrc, u'as hemretical lr  sealecl.  She u':rs t i rrcecl.  then, to

part icipate voluntari lr '  in this hernreticisrrr bv bolt ins i t  bchind her in order to

l 'ecovel" I-rer plecious ker' .

I t  n'as onlr '  :r t  erght o'clock in the nrorning r lre nc\t Lhv rh. l t  \he lret the

concierge; as I ' rc u. i t l rdres' l ' r is kev ironi the cloor he glve her the kev to t l-re

nrvster\r.The caretaker\ passkev l-r lcl  no qroove. \ \ 'a\ thinner. ani l  in cluire thc

clrrssical l l r i rnncl hricl  onlv one Lri t .  Thc corrcierge, anr- l  l re alt>ne, coulcl bolt  or '

unbolt the c-lool as he pie:rscd. bv inscrt ing his kev irr .r  horizorrtrr l  posit ion btrt

thcn u. i thclras' ine his ker. ' .rs one clocs in P;r lr i .  renr,r ininq snttg ort thc sit le

u'here his loclge lr 'as. Atter that lct ion. hos'ever, the rnhabitants oi the

builcl ing fotrnd thev either cr>ulcl not bolt  t l . re cloor (dr-rr ing the t lar ') .  or \ \ 'ele

ob l iqec l  to  bo l t  i t  f lo r r r  e igh t  o 'c lock  : r t  n igh t  unr i l  c iqhr  o 'c lock  i r r  the

nro ln rnq) .  In  [ ]e t ' l i n .  th is
is pertblnret l  elccrrorr ic.r

()ur rrchlcologrst, sr:
the n'av in u'hich t l .re Pr
to confbrnr to :r str ict cr
. l ) )  , r r t l r ' l c  r ' . r t h c l  i r r  t . l i t  ,
t iorn the l I ' ts:t t t : l ta.f i  Zl
l ' re hrrcl ceretir l lv t l ler l  ru
in cverr '  :rspcct to thet c
t loo l  I reh i r rc l  I i i rn .  he  co
v is i to rs ,  o l  bo l t  i r  r lu r in r
(  (  ) l rL  i ( . r -L lc  \  t r r r lo . ' k i r rq .

Locksnrit l -r  once lqrr in. I
bv  thc  c loub l ing  t t f  rhe  b i

[ [u 'e  c l l ]  t l te 'sc r i1 . r t '  t r
is thc progrlrnrne oi rrct
. l L u ' i r r g  t l r c  r r r g l r r  . r r r , l

/ \ t -
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nlor-ninq). ln [Jerl in. this stcel kev pertbrnrs rtrechrrnic;r] l r- the s:rt t te l i t r tct i t tn rs

is pel iorured elcctronicl l lv in P:rr is bv t l .re dool 'cocles.
()nr lrc[:rcologist,  sonics'hrrt  versed in socioloqr, n'rs clt t i te clel ightecl bv

rhc s' ;n' in * 'hich the l)russi:rn Locksnrit l ' r  obl iged r i l l  the inl.r :rbitants of IJerl in

t6 conf?rrni to :r str ict col lect ive cl iscipl inc. :r t tcl  l r ' : , ts alrc:rc- lv prepalir tg to rr t ' i tc

iul ;rrt icle lrr thcr rn t l-rc sn'1e oi Fotrclr.r l t  o1) the sut-r- jcct,  s 'hett l ' rcr col ler iqtre

f i 'orrr rhe JJ j-r-çcl.ç/r,r / i  Zt 'r t tr tntt  took t l 'onr his çrocket rr I ler ' l i r t  kcv t l 'oni s 'hich

he f ird c.rretr,r l lv t l lcc] .nvrn' t l ie qroor-es! His kev h:rr l  becottte a p.tsskev sinri l : i r

in cvelr '  : isf icct to thrrt  oi thc concierqc. Ir tstt ' lc l  oi  beir lg obl iged to lock the

rlool bchirrr- l  l i inr.  l ' re coulcl ci t l ier lcrn'e t l .re cloor opetr lbr his nights'alkirtq

r . i s i to rs .  o l  bo l t  i t  t lu r r r rq  the  c l .n ' in  the  t : rce  o i in tn tde ls .  thus : t t r t ru l l inq  the

colcierge's trnlockirtq. . . .  Mrrstet '  oi  l ' r is ciest ir l \ .  hc esc;lpeci t l ' re I)t ' l - tssi: t t l

Locksui i th orrcc rgrr in. lJerl in s'rrs clccidec' l l r  the .rnrbir ' :r letrt  cin'  svnrbol isecl

bv  r l i c  ck rubhng o i  the  b i ts  r r r rc l  thcn  thc i l  p rec l t rs ion  . . .

I i r l - c  c : r l1  thc 'sc l ip t ' r rT - . t  t l cv iee  i t s 'p t1 rq ; . , ,1 r  o f  ; rc t io t r ' (Aknch 1992) .  n 'h . r t

is tht '  proqrrtnrtrrc oi; ict iol t  oi sttch e kcr '? 
'Plcase bolt the c' lool behir ld votr

clt f  i lg t l ' rc niqht . tud nevcl i lur ing t l-re cl:ni I tr to n'h;rt  r l l r l tcr ial is this

bcqinninq. and f inal1r, sees

oi c' l i rect ions: sl-re has gropecl

r loor'  ,1g,i i l  bclt i rrd lrcr. on the

l re  r  kc r ' .  (  ) l )  JU) .  oh  dc l iqh t .

thc  n ro ln ing  a t  a round ten
qoocl l3el l iner, as s'el l  as a

hcrself  s- i t l -r  shanrc. Inste:rd

- 'otr lcl  not turn the ker. 'nrore

opeu pcrnl irr lel l t lv \ \ ' i thorl t

ck .rt  nrght, rvhen she c:ule
'  knos-hol ' ,  tbr t l -re cloor, rrs

lci l .  She u' ls tbrcecl.  therr, to
r n , '  r r  l . , . h i r r , {  l r e r  i r r  o r , l ç 1  ç g

c  ne \ t  c ln ' tha t  she  nre t  the

Irc g:n'c her t l-re kev to the
', tr  thinncr. ;rnd in quite the

.rnrl  hc rr lone, could bolt  or '

i r r  . r  ho l i zon ta l  pos i t ion  bu t

rcrr.r ining snuq on t l-re sicle

r.cr ' .  r ]r t .  inhabit lnts of t l .re

.)r 1(lurinq the c1:n,).  or \ \-ere

Lurri)  ciqht o'c1ock rn t l-re

Fptt rc I lJcr l incr-  r t t . t : tc t '  kcr

î
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proql ' ;urtnre trrrnsl.rtcr l? Into Nolcls. Oi coursc. Al l  l . r |Cc cit ics. lr l l  t loups ei. 'e-

o\\ 'ncrs. :r l l  Lrniorr l lc\\ 'sprpcrs. :r l l  concielge's loclges. .rrc t i r l l  oi  corttpl: t i t t ts.

l lot icc\.  recr- inrinlrtrons lrnrl  gro. lns lrbor.rt  the cloors. the i .rct thltr  thc'r ' rrrc

irrrpossiblc to lock :rncl inr l-rossrble to o1.g11. lJur r i  i r  \ \ ' . r \  .r  r lr .rc\t lort oi u'ot 'cls.

o r  no t iccs .  o l  hon ' l s  o i 'Lock  th t ' t loor l 'o l  p l . rc l rc ls .  nc  uo t t l c l  n te rch 'be  i t r

thc nolkl oi srqns. I i  u'e uere st i l l  l iv ing in the blcssed r lrn's in u'hich

concielgcs kept s' ;r tch night rurt ' l  d.rv so rrs to ptr l l  the cloor-cot ' t l  onlv for

thosc thev ]r:rcl  c;rrct ir l lv cx:rnrinct l .  n'e n'oult l  Lre inrnrcrsct ' l  i t t  soci:r l  lel . t t iotrs
- c\ccpt fbr the cloor-ptr l l .  u'c t i r lgof fh.rf .  \ \ 'h1ch rr l lot 'ecl the sltve in thc

Iorlgc not fo rcvc:r l  her unrl ies bv gett ing u1.. Thc r lctt t tnci. t t ions. prlr tr-

glcrrsing pelnri t tecl bv these r-elrrt ions tcd t l ic plots oI r]rorc thiul one ttovcl.

L lu t  nor r  s " i t l i  th is  l ]e r l in  kev  r l ' c  t lnc l  \ \ ' e . l l ' c  nc i thc r . r l togc thc l  in  thc  uo l l c l

o is iqns  nor . r l toqc thcr  in  the  le : r ln r  o isoc i r r l  re l . r f io r ts .A t ' c  u 'c  in  thc  uor l t l  o f

tcc]rnologr'? Of course \\ 'c rrrc. since hcrc \\ 'c i i rc confionting kcr 'holes lrnrl  . t

h;rnclsonre steel kev u' i th tccth. groovcs .urcl l ips. And oi coursc \\ 'c ;rre not.

srnce \\ 'e :rre cncountel inq knou-lrcls. ptrrrcttr l t l  concicrqes. :urcl obstir t : t te

che: r ts .  no t  to  soc : rk  o iour  Pr l rss i ln  Locks i l r i t i r

A ] l  , l e r  i ,  c .  t l r . t t  . c c k  t r r  . r r ) r t r r l .  t l r ' r u o r .  \ u l r v c l t . . ' i t ,  t u r t r c r ) 1 .  . l  l ) l i r { t ' . t t t l t t t c  ( ) l

JCt io l ) . l re  c r r l l cc l  . in t r -p log l ' i l n ln rc \ .The th ie f  uho u ishcr  to  gc t  th rouqh the

.1oor' .  rcl .r 'escntl l t i \ -cs oi thc o1.1'tositc scr. :rrc Pursul l)g therr . tnt i- ;- l 'oqri lnlncs.

f l 'onr thc point oi vies, oi coursc. oi our r lccl icrrtccl concierge. No one h;rs

;rcknos' leclged therr conrpetcncc to q() throul-Ih thc t i 'ont cntr ' : lncc. btrt  thev

insist c-rn qoinq t lrrotrq]r.  l )clrr-en' peoplc. tr ' . r t lespcople. nt: t i l  crrr l iers. r loctors.

lcgit inrr i tc sporlscs. rr lso u' ish to go through clr.rr ing the d.n .tnci bel ievc thcv

h : r re  the  nece\ \ i l r \ '  : l r . l thor is . l f ion .  T ] re  IJc r l in  ker ' .  the  t loor  lu r t l  thc  c , 'nc tc r {e

;rrc eng.rgecl in.r bit tel stnrggle f irr-control .rrrt ' l  rrccess. Sh.r l l  uc si iv t l r : i t  the

soc i : r l  l c l : r t ions  be tueen te r ) r ln ts  r rnc l  o t 'nc r r .  o r  inh : rb i t : rn ts .u rc l  th tc lcs . , r r

inh ; rb i r r rn ts  r rnc l  . le l i ver r 'pcop le .  o r  co-o \ \ ' l r c rs .u rc l  conc ie r -ges . . l rc  n rec i i l ted  bv

the  kcr ' .  the  lock  : rn t l  the  I ) r -uss i r rn  Locksr r r i th?  Thc  n 'o l i l  n rcc l i : r [ ion . .1u i rc

usc t i r l .  c l rn  ; r l so  bcconre . rn  : rsv lu r . r ' r  tb l  ig r ro r .u rcc  t l cpenr l inq  on  thc  n rc rn inq

or re  g ivcs  i t .  ( )ne  pcrson s i l l  t . rkc  n rcc1r , r t io r r  to  n rc : l l l  i r t t c r r t t cd i , t r l ' . . lno thcr  t t )

rrelrn t t i Ir / i , t fol ' .

I i  thc kev is :rn intelnrci l i . r l r ' .  i t  docs l iot l l ing irr i tsel i  e\cept cr lrr\ ' .  tr i l l ls-

p r r r - t .  rh i l t .  inc r ln . r rc .  c \p ress .  re i f i ' .  ob lec t i f i ' .  r c f lec t .  thc  n ic r rn ing  o i the  phr . tse ' :
'Lock  the  door  bch ind  r -ou  r lu r ing  thc  ruqht .  r rnc l  nevcr  r lu r inq  t ] re  r l . t r " ,  o r .

nrorc pohticrr l l r ' :  
'Let 

u\ sett lc r l ie cl lss stnrqglc betu'een o\\ ' r ' rcrs l tr t l  tcnrtnts.

r i c l r  pcep lç  ; r r rc i  th ie r -es .  r igh t -s - inq  IJer l inc rs  en t l  l c t t -u i r rg  13er l i r re rs . '  C i i ve

nre the socicn' oi lJt ' r l in. r incl I  s ' i l l  tel l  vou hou the' kev is shrpccl l

Tèchrroloqv is nothing nr()re thi l l r  cl iscor.rrsc. totrr l lv crplessiL. le in ot l icr uiecl i :r .

lJut thcn. rrhv t l-r is kcr ' .  thcsc groovcs. thesc sulre.t l ist ic kcvholes.rni l  t l ' r is

suLr t le  invc ls ion  o i  the  hor izor r t ; r l  s lo t?  I f  the  t r : rns i t ion  to  s tce l .  to  b r : tss .  t c r

s'oocl chlrges lrothinq. ;r l l  tcchnoloqicrr l  rrrcdirrtors count tbr nothrng. Thev

:rrc thcrc fbl shorl ' ;  to give the ir l lc sonrethinq to chrrtter rrboLrt.  Thc Inlteri . t l

n 'orld contl 'onts us onlv t() scrvc.rs lr  rrr ir lor"t irr  soci lr l  lelrrt ions r i t tr l  l  sottrce of

e l t t c f t l l l n t ) )e l t t  to r  soc to ]
but i t  t locs not fabrici lrc

Evcrvthing clranges i l
n r l t c  fhe  tc t io l t  o i  n l
tr l l l tsportecl l^ '  t l t t  l l recl;
t led. in short exprc.ssecl a
.rncl the kc'r 'n ' i th tno bi
t i t \ " . ' i n  c : r rn r r rc '  c l i sc ip l in
r 'crv i lot io| oi cl iscipl int
r i rc  t loor .  s ' r thor r t  the  b t
i r r  cons t ruc t inq  r r  soc ia l
r ' ( )c rc ion .  on  pr in te r l  no
Joors renrarnccl n' icle op
n lrv thev h:rcl to crtencl
r ' ! ' . r 'ui t  t ] tc l) Irrssi l l t  Lock
. \ 'n ln )c t r \ ' .  I t  i s  L rec : ruse  t l
: r i c t l s  kcvs  ; rnd  locks .  A .
: : . ' e . lo r t r  rh r r t  kevs  n ' i th

l r l r , r l r r { t r ' , r l  t i r . r  r r ' c r .  T l r
: : , '  nretL.rtC)r '  becorrres lr t
:- ' . ' l  kcr '  : lssulncs .r l l  the

: rvc  l . c inq .

\.  t i rr  t l ic. svl l lntctr\ '  .
, \u rS  r l r -ough the  kcv
. r i , l  l re  cnr los ' ing  thc
. : : l r .  ' i ncc  : r l l  o f  I le r i r r
.  .  , r t . ,  { ) l  t l l c  \ t . l g s (

.  :  .  ]  r t t ,  ) l t \  o f  l ) ( ) \ \ ' c t ' :
: .  in  \ \ ' ln l ) tc t r r ' .  l t  kcr

'  : , ,  t r ' . u r s f i t l : r r r  i n t o  : r r

. : t u l  l t ( ) \ \ .  \ \ ' i l s  c o l l r l
' '  I ' r r .  r j r , r t . r r r r l r , , r ' i

:  . r r  r r ig l r r  . rnr l  t i r r
.  :  , l  r ' . ' l . r t iors.  u. i t l r
' .  .  . t  t t  . t r  r o t - t : t l  t - e l . t

'  .  \ \  L ' l - ù  r r p l b l c ' .  1 t )
'  . . : . ' r ' i r r .  r ] r c  c n r i n
-  . .  I t .

-  . r  r r l r  r l r c i r  r r l t c
, . . L k t ) c ' .  t h . r t  t l t

' : : 1 ,  1 ' e ' 1 ' t , 1 t ,  
" . . t , , 1.  l . t ,  t  n . t t i \ ' ù  c . l f c

:  I  l t t | e  i .  r ' rO  1 - rO
:  . . : . r  l ) ( '  k cp t  i r
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l . t lqr '  ci t ies. .r l l  groups c'r i  co-

clgei.  .r le t i r l l  of '  conrpl;r irr ts.
.c )o rs .  the  t : rc t  t ] te t  ther ' ; r re

t - i t  u a s . l  c l u e \ t i o n  o i n - o r c l s .

t t ' t l s .  uc  n 'ou l . l  n tc rc lv  be  i t r
the blessetJ c1.u's in u'hie h

pul l  the cloor-corci onh' f i rr '

i t t t t n c t . c , l  i r t  . r ' t  i . r l  l c l , r t i , t u t
rch . i lkrr iecl thc slrn'c irr  thc
' .  T l t r '  . l c r t t r r t c r . r t i o n ' .  | . r l r r r -
.r ts of nrcl 'c thln one rrtx 'cl .

i th r ' r  . r l togc t i rc r  in  t ] te  uor l , l
, io t ts .  A lc  uc  i r r  the  l 'o l l . l  o t '
'  co l t f ion t inq  kevho lcs  a r rc l  r r
.  And of cour\c \ \ 'e : l re not.

. t 1 , , , 1 1 , 1 ç 1 ' - ç . . , t l ) , 1 , t l . . t t l t , t l C

r i t - r  t t l l l t c t r t  . r  I t ' ( ) q t ' . t i l l l l l c  ( ) l '

o  u  i ' l res  to  ger  fh ro l rg ] t  r l )c
; r r  i  r rg  the i r  . l r ) t i -p1og12111111r ' , \ .

. r t cd  conc ie rgc .  No one hr \

thc thrnt el)tr : l l )ce. but ther'
t  r , 1 ' 1 , .  , ' , . ,  '  ( . l l  l ' l c l ' \ .  t l o r  I r l ] . .

r)q t l tc t l .rr '  .rn. l  bcl icVc rhcV

l l l t  r l , r , r l '  . t t ) r l  t l l c  r ' r r l ) t ' i t l ' * r .

. lL.c\\ .  Sh.r l l  u'e s: iv t ]r : l t  thc
i r r l r . r l . i t : rn ts  : r r r l  th ievcs .  r , r '

I  !  ( ) l )c ic rqc \ .  . t |e  r r rc t l i l t c . l  b r '
f l t .  u , t t i l  t t t c , l i , r t i p l t .  r l L t t t c
. 1 t ' I r 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 ; 1 -  ( t t )  t l t L  l t ) r ' . l l t l t ) q

i l r ' . l l )  i i r l r ' / l i t ( ' i / i , r r ; , .  .U ro thc r  t t t

i l r  r t re l f -  c \cept  c: l r1 ' \ ' .  t r i l l ) \ -

: .  t l r r '  r r r e .u t i ng  o i  t l i e  ph r . r se :

. 1  n . ' r ' t ' r  t l u r i ng  t l r c  ch r ' ' .  o r .

! t \ \ ( ' cn  ( ) \ \ ' l ) c r \  . t t t r ' t  t e l t l i n t s .

.1 1r ' r i  r i ' ing Bcl l incrs. '  ( l ivc

t  l l t ' u  t ] t c  kcy  i s  sh . r pe r l !

,  . ' r l . r ' c ' s i b l c  i r r  o t hc r  t r r c t l i l r .

t r - r t ' . r L i : t i c  ke ' r ' l t o l c s  : l u c i  r l l i s

. n . t t i oD  t o  s t cc l .  tO  L t r : t s s .  tO

)r ' \  ar)u l t t  t i r r  nr t t l - r inq.  ThcV

. l r . r t te  r  . rbor- r r .  The r r r . r rer i . r l
.  I  l l  I  r ' l . r t i ( ) l l \  . l t ) ( {  . 1  \ ( ) U t ' ( ' c  { ) l

I H L  I J E I { L I \  I { E Y

( ' t t t c t - t . t l t ) t 1 1 ( ' t l t  l i ' t  r o r ' i o l r l . : i ' t . .  ( ) l - r ' ( r l t l \ c .  I t  i . r l ' l ' i t r  t t t c . r n i t t g .  i t . . i l t  t c t c i ï c  i f .

bu t  i t  r loer  no t  l i rb l - rc : l t c  i t .The .oc ia l  i s  n r . r t l t -  e lseuhe lc . . r lu ' rn -s  e lscuhere .

Evcrv th ing  ch lnges  i i t l i c  n 'o r t l  n rcc l i . r t io r  I l l l s  oLr t : r  l i t t l c  in  o rc le r  ro  r les iq -

nJ tc  the  , rc f ion  o f -  l ) )e r i i i l to r \ .  T ] rc r r  thc  n rc : in i l lq  i s  no  lonqer  s i r t rp l r

t r . l l l \por tcc ' l  bv  thc  n tc t l i t rn t  b r . r t  i r r  p . r r t .o l l s t i t r l t c r l .  r r rover l ,  rec re , l t cd .  n r ( )d i -

f iecl.  in sholt crprcss. ' . . l  .rnt l  betr.rvct l .  No. t l rc .rs\ 'nunctr ici l l  slot of ' the kevhole

Jnc l  t l )e  kev  s i th  t \ \ ' o  b i t \  c lo  no t ' c \p res \  . ' svn ibo lsc ' . ' r c t lec t ' . ' r c i f i ' ' . ' o l r j cc -

t i f i " . ' i nc r l r r : r t c '  c - l i sc ip l in r t r - r '  rc l . r r to r rs .  thev  r r r ; rkc  thenr .  t ] rcv  l i r r r r r  t l t cnr .  T I r r '

vc rv  no t ic l l  o I  r l i sc ip l inc  i s  i r t tp r . l ç1 jç1b lc  u . r t l rou t  s rce l .  n  i thour  t i t c  u 'oo t i  o l -

the  t loo t ' .  n i thout  t l r c  bo l t  o i t l r c  locks .The p loo f  ?  C)uners  c l i c l  r ro t  succec . l

rn cc-rnstrLtct i l )g ,r \ocir l l  t 'el . t t icrr sol ir ' l lv est.rbl ishcr' l  on cl iscipl inc. on verbrr l

c ( rc lc ion .  o r l  } l1 i11çc ' .1  no t ice : .  o r r  r i , r : r ) inqs  r . : '  the  qc t t t l cness  o i  cLrs ton ts .  T l rc

r loo ls  re r t t . t rncc l  u ' t . l c  opcn c lu l iug  the  l igh t  o r  lockc( l  c l r . r l i r rq  r l rc  t1 .n .Th is  i r

n' l l '  thev h.r. l  to c\tcl ld thc rtcru'ork oi thcrl  rcl . l t ion\, t i rrge other .r l l i ; rnccs.

rccmit thc I)r ' l rssirtn Locksn-ri th. , inr l  nrobi l isc l)r. l thcl l i ; r t ics :rncl rts l ' r l inciplcs ol:

sv r ) )n rc t r \ ' .  l t  rs  bec . r r rse  t l re  socr . r l  e . rnnot  bc  eons t r t rc tc t l  u ' i th  thc  socr l t l  t ] t l r t  i t

r teec ' l s  kcvs  . t r i c l  locks .  A I rc l  i r  t s  bec . rusc  c l . r : s ic r r l  locks  s r r l l  J l l r ) \ \ ' to ( )  n rLr .h

f l 'ccclortt  t l i rr t  kcvs lr ' i th t ' lor.rblc bits .r lc rtccclerl .  Me:rrr inq t ' locs rrot rrntecccle

tcchnoloqic.r l  r levices. The intelnrct ' l i . rrv u' .rr not : l  1r lci)r)s to .ur cntl .  u'hcre.rs

t l r c  n r e L l i . t t r ) l .  l . e c o t t t c s ; r t  ( ) l r c c  r t c . t n ç , r n r l  e n J .  F r o D r  b c r r g . r  s i r r r P l s  t o o l .  t l r e

steel ker '  : lssulncs ;r l l  the cl ignrtr ot- :r  nrcrL.rfor. l  soci.r l  i lctor. .r l t  . lqelt t ,  . ln

: rc t i vc  bc i l rq .

As t irr  thc svnlnrctr ' \ ' ;urt l  thc l i t t le bre.rk ir .r  svr.r.rr.r .rct lv th.rt  orrc sccs \\ 'hcr)

l , rok inq  th ror - rg l r  t ] re  kcvho lc . . r rc  t ] rcv  o r . l rc  thev  no f  soc i . r l  l c l . r t i t r r rs?  T ] r i s

uou l t ' l  bc  en t lou ' ing  thcn t  r r ' i t l r .  . r t  oncc .  too  nruch . rn r l  no t  c r rough.  Not

enough.s i r rcc : r l l  o f  l Jc l l in  n lu \ t  p ; rs \  th ts  u : i r , ' :  i t  i s  in rposs ib lc  to  s - i fhcL ' rnv  the

kcv  becrus . '  o f  the  r t . rqger  o i  th . '  hor izor t . r l  s lo r .  A lc  these.  then.  soc i r r l  rc l . r -

t ro r r r .  rc l . r t ion :  o t -poner?  No.  bcc . r t r :c  n ( ) th inq  r r l lou 'ed  l ie r l i r r  to  t i r l csec  f l r . t t . r

blerrk in svl lunttr\ ' .  ,r  kcv u ir lr  t \ \ 'o bits. . trr t l  .rn obse:scc' l  conciclge h.rd to

t t t t i t c  t t ,  t l  . i l ) \ l i ) f l l l  I I l t ( ) . i l )  , , [ . l i - . , J , , ,  t  ] . t r i t t t  r r f  ] . . r " . r - c , t  l r t i ) { r ' . i l t i l D c  o t . r r ' t i I t r

th;rt .  Lrnt i l  n()\ \ .  \ \ ' . r \  crrrrposcrl  onlv r 'r i  ut>t 'r l :  l rnrl  custonrs. I i  I  t .rke ntt '  kcv

u ' i th  tuo  b i ts  th : r t . lu th ( ) r i \ c \  n re  t r )  r ' c -c l l t c r  r r rv  i rousc . rnd  ob l igcs  r r re  fo  t ro l t

the  t loor ' . r t  n igh t . r r r . l  f i r lb ids  r r rc  to  bo l t  r t  c l t r l ing  the  d .n .  r r rn  I  r ro t  dc : r l inq

u' i th socirr l  rcl . l t i ()r)\ .  u' i th nror;r l i t \ ' .  \ \ ' i th l :nvs? Oicoulsc. Lrut nr.rr lc oistet ' l .To

.lcl t inc thcnr .rs soci.r l  rcl l i t rc)n\ c()nt inucrl  Lrv other nre.tns soul, l  nrrt  bc torr

b . r r l .  i t - r re  r l c rc  c l tp . rb lc .  i r t c lec . l .  o t - r ' ccoqr t i r t rg  i r t  r . t t c : t r t : .  r r rcc l i . r .  n t r ' i { i . r to rs .  t l r c '

cnr incn t  . r l t c r i t r ' .  the  c rn incn t  t l i gn i tv  th r t  r r ioc le rn  p l r i loso ; rhv  hr rs  fb r  so  lo l lq

r-e'f i rsecl thcrrr.

A lonq n ' i t l r  thc i r ' . r l te r i t r .  o l rc  n r l l \ t . r i so  recoqn isc  thc i r  i ' . rg i l i1 . .  th , r t

cnr i l )c l r t  ncukness  rh . r t  the  tcehno loq is ts .  th i :  t in re ,  r ' t ' t i r sc  to  g f . l r ) t  t ] te l l r .  A

cunning l i t t le pcrson erlr.rrppccl uith .r f l le is enougli  to lob the concielqc trf-

]r is role r\  . l l tern: l t i \ -c ciu'ct i lkcr. Anrl this concicrqe, in lr is tuln. nrust .r lso bc

t l i sc ip l inc t l .Therc  i :  no  pe1n1 r r r  ho l i l i ng  thc  kcv  r r r  t - r re 's  h , rnc l .  t i r l  t l r c  hLrnr . r l

conciergc lnust bc kcpt in hlr i . l  .r lso so th. l t  l ie s' i l l  t r igeel the nrcchanisn.r

l 9
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n l ( ) 1 - l l i n ' r . r r t d  r t i : ' l r r  t . t t l . t t r . r l l t .  A r r . l  t l t c  r , , l i , l i t r  r r l -  t l t i .  , l t . r i t t  . o t t r i . t i l t r .  , r t' ' ' -  " " " t  " '  " ' : . , '  I '  '  " _  -

goocl-\oci. l l - [reh.u' iour-pr-ucticl l -knou -hou' cc'rncierge-ker'- lock-r]oor l \  l l r)

less  p ror - i s ionr r l ,  to r  . l  poser  o i . rn  e lcc t r r rn ic  code c tn  no \ \ ' t l ' :u )s fo r l r  the  v ig i -

l lnce oi the conciclge' i r-rto rrn clectr ic siqnrl  reqLrlated bv thc clock rtncl turn

t]re stecl kev into .r coclc I  rvi l l  h.r, , 'e to nrc'rnol ise. Which is nrole t i ' . rci le.
'+5-6lJE' 

inl  t lool cocl. ' )  or thc h: in,, lsonrr t tccl k. ' r '? Which is trorc techno-

loq ic : r l .  the  s tcc l  ( ) r  th r '  l r t t l c  cor rn t r r rq - r l rv r r re  ' cnc l  o i  the  u ' r t t ' .  M.n  ( r8 .

Eunrpe' n' l ' r ich I \ i lv over to rrn'sel i  .r t  the cnrl  oi the cl.rv i l r  otcler to

rcnreurbc l  thc  th ing  the t  . ru thor iscs  lnc  t ( )  re -cn tc r  rnv  hor . rsc?  Whic l r  o t -  the

t\\ 'o. this sol icl  kcr ()r thrt :rrrcr. lrotec]rnologiclr l  ( 'or- lnt ing-r l lvn)e \\  i rr-r l  i r t tc)

nr\ '  1)L-urons. is niorc r ' lLu' lble?

Clons i . le r  th inqs . : rnc ' l  vou  u ' i l l  h :ne  hun i : r r rs .  ( lo r rs ic ' l c l  hur t r . t t rs .  lu rc l  ro t t  r t re

L.r '  th.rt  \ .cr\ '  :r(  t  i rrre rcsterl  rrr r lr i rrgs. 13rinq votrr . l t tcnt i()n to | .rerrt '  ott  l t , t t-r l

t l ' r i r igs .  rn t l  see  t l rcnr  becon ic  gcn t lc .  s t r f i  o l  hunr , rn .  T t tn t  rouL i l t t c l l t r ( ) l t  t r )

] runr r rns . ; rnc l  sec  thenr  bcconre  e lcc t l i c  c i r -c r r i t s .  i l l r to l r ) , l t i c  gc . l rs  o r  s t r t tn - r tc : .

lVc c:rurrot cvcn t1e't lne 1'r lecrselv n'hlt  rrt . tkes s() lnc l l r lnl i ln : t t tr ' l  othct 's teclt-

n ic r l .  lhc le . r \  \ \ ' c  i i r c . rb lc  to  r locur . r ' r cn t  l rec isc lv  thc i r -n rod i t l c i r t iL l ) \ : l r )d

rcp l l çer r r . r r ,s ,  thc i r - rc . r l r , rnqcn)c l l t s . rn t l  thc i r ' : r l l i . r r rcc r ,  t ] rc i r  c le lcg : r t io rs  a l rc l

represent . l t ions .  I )o  fcch l lo log \ ' . . rnc l  Vou: t rc  no \ \ ' . r  soc io log is t .  l )o  soc io logr :

.u rc l  r rou  voLr  i r rc  ob l iqc r l  to  b r  r  t cc l r r ro lc rg is t .  I t  i s  no  nrore  l rc rss i l r l c  f i  ) r ' \ ' ( ) r . l

to ,u 'o i , l  th is  ob l ig , r r io l l .  th is  cor ) l )cc t ron .  th is  con\cL lucncc .  th is  pursu i t .  th , t r r  i t

i ' l ' c I n r i t r r ' r l  l L I  r r r r t  t ( )  L r ) t c I  r o t t t ' [ r 1 1 i l , i 1 1 1 i l . r r  r t i , . ] r t  r r r  l J c r l i D  t r i t l t , , t t t  t . t k i t t *

o l r t  \ -our  kev  r rnd  lock inq  thc . loor . rg . r i r r  beh ind  roLr .  I t  i s  r t r rn ' ( r rnc l  h . rs  l reer r

t i l r  tn r r  ( r r  rh rcc  r r r i l l r t rn  vc . r r \ )  i r ) \a r i t re t l  r r r  r l rc  l l i r tu rc  ( ) t t l i l l rg \ .

I {c . rdc ' r ' s  n ru \ t  l r . rvc  bcer r  u r>nr lc r ing  i r>nr  thc  ( )u tsc t  ] ro \ \  pcop lc  in  l l c r l i l t

cor r t l i vc  to  hook  th is  sur re r r l rs t i c  ker  o l r t ( )  thc i r  kcvchr r ins .  Not  to  l ) )e l t t to l t

the  t . rc t  th r t  tu 'o  t r i t s  ins te r r t l  o f  onc  g ' i ve i  th r r t  n rue l r  n ro l ' c  c l r .u tcc  o i  rc . r t ' i r {

o r ic ' s  pçvçkût : .  I  t lo  no t  u  i s l r  to  l c r r ' . '  the  nr  i r  \usPL ' t ) \ r ' .  Thc  l ) t 'L rss i . t l r

Locksnr r r l . r  h rs  . rpp l i c t ' l  ] r in rsc l i  to  invcr ) t ins  . r  I Jer l in  kevch. r in . . r  l i t t l c  c r rse

r 'nc lou 'e t l  s i th  c l :nvs  th . r t  ho l t l s  t ] rc  b i t .  to  s 'h ic ] r  i \ . t t t Jc l rc r l  . r  n t tq .  n 'h ic ] r .  i r t

i t s  tu l r r . , r l l t rus  o r rc  r t r  hook  i t  o r r to  . r  k tvc l r . r r r r .  sh ich  e .u r  be  , r t r . rc l rc r l  [ \ )  r )nc \

bc l t .

I : i , g t r t  1 . 9  I i t r '  l r r r l t l r '

) (  )

Wit lr  nrccl i . t tols. in trr

k n t r u r t  r t s  n c t u o l k s .  O r r c

nologists, encnl\ '  br, l ther

the  soc i r r l .  thc  l i t t te r  \ \ ' i t l l

is their t i ' r tr icic ' l .r l  \ \ ' . l r ' .  l  \

u h i c l r  u c  l i v c .

I  This .  h.t1.t1' l  tr l iqir . i l l r '
. l l l l , r t L  U l  r l r '  ' r  l c  r r i q . "
VCr\ to l l  \ \ ' .1 \  t r : l l l \ l : l tc( l
I l l t r ' r r : t t ion:  r t t l r ' . r r t  n t r r

I  \ 1 r  \ \ . l l n r ! \ t  r l r . ' r ' k '  r , , ' l

t o  W.u l t i c t l  Sehsc i ze r  o
Io t k .  r c . t l  c r r o r rgh  t o  q r r

t i r i :  , l  t ic lc  \ \ ' .1\  \ \  r j t ter l
\ \ .1\  . r r  t l tc  t i r r rc L,csieqct l

\ k r r . l r .  \ 1 .  l ' , ' ) l  
' l  

l t .  l ) . .  :

t cd r )  . \ / r , r y r i r ; {  a , 7 ,17p1 t rq1 , ; r

2 t  t 3 - r r 1

(  i . r r -c i r r . r r r . - f  .  I  t ) t )5 ( , , rnr1tr{ r t r ' .ç



,  of t l -r is chrr in corrsisr inq ol

: ielge-ker'- lock-cloor ls uo
( . t l l  l ) o \ \  t l ' . r t t r l i r I r r r  r l r c  V i g i -

ulatccl bv the clock :rncl turrr

r l ise. Which is nrore f l ' . r t-r i lc.

ker '?  Which  is  r r ro re  techno-
'encl 

oi the n'.rr ' .  M.n' 6f i .

rrl of tl-rc c1.n' in orclel to

ter nrv hor-rsc? Which oi the

coull t ing-l ' l ) \ 'nte $ irecl i rr to

onsiclr ' r  hunr.rns. rrnc' l  vou .r lc

r .r t tentiolt  to berr on h.rrd

n:rn. Trtrn voul '  attcntiol l  to

utol lr : l t ic gcJr\ or softwlrcs.

t tc  hunr ;u r  r rnc l  o thcrs  tc .ch-

clv thei l  nrocl i t lc l t iorrs ,rnrl

. lnces. t l tcir  c ' lclcg:rt ions :rncl

.r socioloqist.  l )o sociologr' .

l \  no nror.:  prossible fbr lrxr

- r l t l c l ) (  ( ' .  t l t i \  f i l l ' \ l . l l t .  r l r . t r r  i t

5ht in 13c'r l in u' i thotrr rrking

, 'ou .  I t  i s  nou ( ; r r r t l  h rs  bccn

turc oi thirrgs.

)utsct l)o\\ '  pr 'oplc irr  lJer '1in

k c r , l t . r i t t r .  N t r L  t i l  n ) c t ) t i r r t r

. t t  l l  t t t o t ' r '  ,  l t . r r t , ' c  r r l ' t r . . t t  i n g

i l t ' t t ' 1 t . 1 1 . . .  T l t c  l ' r ' t r . . r . r t t

c l l i r r  kevch. r rn .  . r  l i t r le  c . rse

is . t t t .rchctl  ,r  r ing. n'hic]r.  in

i .  l t  , . r t t  l , c  , r r t . r i l r c , l  t ( )  r ) n e ' \

I  I I L  I ] E I { L I N  I i F . Y

Wit ] r  I rcc l i r tot 's .  i t t  t . tc t .  t l ter-c : t lu ' rn 's  [ regrn chrr ins o i  nrecl i : r tor-s,  othcrs ' isc

\ i l ( ) \ \ ' r  . r s  ne fNo | ks .  ( ) ne  i s  ncve l  r l onc  N i t h  t l i e r t r .  Bu t  soc i o l og i s t s ,  l i k t  t ech -

: r o l oq i s t s .  c l r cn r v  b ro thc r s .  bc l i c ve  t hev  c :u r  co l l i c  t o ; r n  enc l .  t he  f b r rne l  s i t h

t l r e  soc i . r l .  t he  l . r t t e r  $ i t h  ob - j ec t s .T l r c  on lV  t h i nq  t l - r r ' r ' c ' k r  no f  l l l . l n i t qe  t o  cn t l

t '  thet t ' t i , r t r ic ic l . i l  \ \ ' .1r , . l  \ \ ' ; l l ' t l r . l t  prevents L ls f l 'o l l l  uncle lst . int l ing thc nol ld in

u  i r i ch  l c  l i ve .

1 . \ O T E S

I Thi :  .h. r1r t31 ol iqrn. t l l r '  . tp 'pc.r rcd . i :  :  
'L . r  

c lc i  dr '  lJcr l in ct  : rutrcs iccors t l 'urr

iur) . l tùul  t lc  'e rcrccs ' .  L. t  I  ) i 'c t ruver- t t '  l ( )9. i  pp.  l5 -16.  Tl r is  Errql ish l . rngLr.rqe

\  r r \ ror)  \ \  r \  t r .u) \ l . r tùd l rv Lr ' . l i . r  l ) :n i r  s  i t i r  . r . ] t l i t ion.r l  edi t inq br  l )N, l ( i l l .

I l lu ' t r . r t ion '  r 'c t l - . t r r  r t  br  l ' }N{(  l l l .

I  lV l1 \ \ . r 'nrc\ t  th. tnk:  to i3crn. t r r l_foer-gc:  l i l  h .n ing prc\cntùd nrc s i th th i :  kcr ' . rnt l

to \ \ i r r t i r ' i l  Schrr  t tz t r  o i  t l rc  Kcrf in ( -onrp.rnv f i r r  h:n i r rg solr ' l  nre . r  s . rnrplg 1 l f  11i : ,

Iock.  rc. r1 ct tor . rgh t ( )  {L l . l rJr) tùù hrnr  l r is  l ivc l i l roor l .  l t  shotr l . l  bc |1yiq l1r ' .1 ( )ut  th. l t

t i r is . r r r ic lc  \ \ ' .1\  \ \ ' l - i t tcn bct i r re thc l ler l i r r  Wrl l  r : . r r1c ( l ( ) \ \ ' l ) .  rn \X, /est  lJcr l i : r .  uhich

\ \ ' J \ . l t  t hù  t i r r r c  bc : i cgc ( l  bv  l c . r l  soc i l l r r r r r .
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